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Research Component 
 
 
 
Research Background 
A core field of inquiry within landscape architectural research internationally is the graphic depiction of the 
dynamic processes of landscapes. This creative research challenges conventional means of mapping and 
measuring landscapes. A central premise is that ecologically sustainable design outcomes cannot be achieved 
independent of maps and representations which reveal both the spatial and temporal characteristics of a site. 
Can’t see the water for the trees furthers this research by posing the hypothesis that collaborative art practice 
conceived and conducted ‘in-situ’ within a site will produce new understandings of the spatio-temporal 
characteristics of that site. 
 
Research Contribution  
The work was conceived and constructed on-site through a collaborative process involving a soil scientist, Paula 
Deegan and myself. It is both a site installation and a mechanism for site-analysis – revealing previously unseen 
characteristics of the site. This work contributes to understandings of how site based, collaborative art-practice 
can result in new forms of representation of the dynamic processes of landscape  
 
Research Significance 
The significance of the research lies in its demonstration of the applicability of a site analysis method wherein 
designers and/or art practitioners collaborate with scientists to conceive and construct installations directly within 
the constraints of the site. Its impact is evidenced by its inclusion in: Liminal, Exhibition Albany Arts Centre, 2005; 
and the solo exhibition Transformative Mappings, Cullity Gallery WA, The work also formed part of the 
examinable component of the author’s creative works PhD, Transformative mappings: testing a methodology for 
making site-specific architecture in remote biodiverse landscapes.  
 
